THE    DUKE     OF     WINDSOR
flew the Atlantic, the Prince was one of the first hosts to
receive him on his return to London. They dined together
at York House, where the Prince had dined with Kitchener
in 1914. Hinkler was coaxed out of his modesty and made
to talk. Sir Harry Brittain reports, in his book, By Air,
that "the Prince asked Hinkler to let him see his maps used
on the flight; Hinkler blushed and stammered out the fact
that he had not carried any maps at all."
Although King George VI became official royal patron of
flying, and a qualified pilot, it was his elder brother who
cared most for aviation. He was the only member of his
family who became "air-minded". The time came when the
Prince could restrain his enthusiasm no longer and he begged
his father to allow him to fly, if only as a passenger. He used
the impressive argument that he could save time and do more
work. King George relented, unwillingly: he was not only
apathetic about flying, but he actively disliked and distrusted
aircraft; and it was always understood, when he appeared at
a review or in a public place where they were in the air, that
they should give the royal dais a wide berth.
The Prince therefore began his flying in an atmosphere
of frustration. It was about this time that he was being forced
to give up riding to hounds and in steeplechases. In 1924
there had been a protest in the House of Commons when a
Member expressed "grave concern at the repeated risks run
by the Heir to the Throne." A horse had recently fallen on
him in an Army point-to-point and many people were anxious
because of his rashness. Now that he contemplated flying,
there was added anxiety. But he had his own way in the
end, and, towards the close of 1927, he began to fly as a
passenger. Early in 1928 Sir Hugh Trenchard chose a pilot—
D. S. Don—to fly the Prince to his far-scattered public en-
gagements. His real life in the air began at this time. He
was given a pilot's flying log book upon which was written,
Name, H.R.H. Prince of Wales; Rank, Group-Captain R.A.F.
Within the book were written the records of the many
flights that followed. On April 27 he made a local flight over
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